
Steve Pitstick 
Owner 
Steve Pitstick Farms, LLC 
644 North Shadetree Lane 
Maple Park, IL 60151 
Phone: (630) 816-6387 

March 12, 2014 

Marlene H. Dortch 
Office of the Secretary 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC 20554 

Re: WT 14-17; Cricket 700 MHz wireless license 

Dear Federal Communications Commissioners, 

If I were asked about wireless broadband performance in this part of Illinois, my answer would vary, depending on which 
day it was. Most days, coverage is adequate and download speeds are fast. Other days, this is not the case. Loading a 
webpage on my device can be a slow process when the airwaves in this region are congested. For those of us who use 
mobile devices for business (I use mine for everything), slow broadband can cut into our bottom line. Commerce moves 
at the speed of light, and it is imperat ive that we keep up. This is why I'm asking your agency to decide in favor of Leap 
Wireless by allowing Cricket Communications to open up its prime spectrum at the lower end of the 700 M Hz band for 
smartphone broadband. 

After 35 years as a farmer, I understand the importance of staying ahead of a crisis. I can keep up on the work around 
t he farm on my own for most of the year. However, when it comes time to harvest my corn and soybeans, I take action 
beforehand to ensure I have the people power to get the job done. Whether we are talking about my hiring of seasonal 
labor, or your agency opening additional spectrum for mobile broadband use, the principle is the same. A keen sense of 
foresight is the key to avoiding costly problems down the road. 

Make no mistake, a broadband congestion crisis is looming in the Chicagoland area. Cisco, a respected leader in the field 
of wireless communication technology, recently found that broadband usage on mobile devices is expected to multiply 
eight fold by the year 2018. The fact that a grain producer like me relies so heavily on wireless data service to conduct 
business is an omen, and you should consider it as such. For the sake of businesses in every sector of the economy, the 
FCC must act now to expand the local mobile broadband spectrum. Your decision regarding Cricket Communications's 
prime spectrum offers a perfect opportunity. 

I also ask that you consider the unique benefits that will flow from approving this particular 10 MHz of spectrum for 
mobile broadband use. Sure, a handful of television viewers may experience interference should they try to use their 
devices in close proximity to their television sets. That is the nature of this low frequency spectrum. However, low 
frequency spectrum also travels great distances. For farmers and other residents of rural areas, this is valuable indeed. 
Cricket's spectrum, by virtue of its frequency, also has the potential to reach people in dense urban areas who may not 
be able to receive wireless data service any other way. On balance, opening this spectrum would be a boon to business 

owners and ordinary citizens alike, and I encourage you to move forward with the process. 

(~ 
Sincerely, J%1 
{/t£U/ ·a 
Steve Pitstick 
Owner 


